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GOVERNMENT SAYS PIPELINE BEING BUILT THROUGH SAUDI ARABIA 


Kuwait ARAB OIL in English No 8,Aug 83 p 38 


[Text } 


A new Iraqi oil pipeline is now being 
built through Saudi territory to the 
Red Sea to pump crude oil for export, 
according to a government spokesman. 

He said that the present oil pipeline run- 
ning through Syria will be closed permanent- 
ly. This pipeline pumps about one million 
barrels of oi! a day. A part of this oil was 
consumed by Syria and Lebanon. 

The new pipeline scheme was laid afier 
Syria’s decision to stop pumping of Iraqi 
crude came soon after the war began. 

He said that Iraq is also studying a plan to 
extend the Jordanian pipeline to the Port of 
Aqaba and the Red Sea. This will increase 
the exporting capacity of Iraqi crude to Tur- 
key, he added. 

Iraq has been secking agreement with 
Saudi Arabia and Kuwait to facilitate crude 
oil exports through a pipeline to either Yanbu 
on the Red Sea or a Kuwait terminal on the 
Gulf, the Kuwaiti newspaper Al-Qabas re- 
ported last month. 

It said that Iraqi-Saudi- Kuwaiti talks were 
held secretly in Kuwait recently to explore 
the feasibility of the Iraqi request. 

The meeting, it said, was designed to help 
Iraq increase its exports of crude oil as a 
means of consolidating its steadfastness 
against Iran. 

The Iraqi Oil Minister, Qassem Taqi, met 
in Kuwait with his Kuwaiti counterpart 
Sheikh Ali Khalifa Al-Sabah and an unidenti- 
fied Saudi oil official to discuss the world oil 
market situation in general and the Iraqi re- 
quest for a new pipeline in particular. 

Reserves 

Iraq has been exerting itself with explora- 

tion operations to increase its proven re- 





serves of crude oil, the the Organization of 
Arab Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(OAPEC) reported 

It said that Iraq's known reserves of crude 
oil have been increased by 38 percent during 
1982, with these reserves now officially put at 
41 billion barrels. 

The OAPEC June bulletin also said that 
Iraq’s daily average production of crude oil 
during 1982 stood at 987.000 barrels. 

More than two and a half years after the 
Gulf war started, Iraq's oil exports have 
limped to an average 700,000 barrels a day, 
less than a quarter as much as before the war, 
it was reported. 

A Weekly Newsletter, the Washington re- 
port on Middle East Affairs, said the only 
outlet for Iraqi oil now is through the pipeline 
that goes through Turkey. 

The Weekly said these exports are current- 
ly netting about $7 billion a year — “‘a rather 
modest sum in view of the $1 billion a month 
that Iraq is spending for the war alone.” 

Iraq’s reserves have dropped from $35 bil- 
lion to something around $5 billion , the 
Weekly Newsletter said.” 

Debts 

France’s two state-controlled oil com- 
panies Elf Aquitaine and Cie Francaise Des 
Petroles (CFP) are to absorb Iraqi crude oil in 
a government-to-government deal to cover 
some of Iraq's heavy debt to France, it was 
announced last month. 

The two companies will take a total of 
80,000 barrels of Iraqi crude daily for the next 


.12 months under the agreement signed in 


Baghdad, June 12, CFP said. 
The agreement was signed despite reserva- 
tions by the two companies which are having 
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problems absorbing crude imported under 
existing long-term contracts because of re- 
duced domestic demand, industry sources 
said. 

Iraq will use the proceeds to pay some of its 
outstanding debt to France, estimated at 
$2.26 billion of which $1.06 billion are for 
arms purchases. 

The contract obliges each company to lift 
40,000 barrels daily of Kirkuk crude. At the 
current official price for Kirkuk-Ceyhan 
crude of $29.43 per barrel this would make 
the overall deal worth $860 million. 

CFP officials said pricing arrangements are 
being kept secret, but industry sources indi- 
cated that 45,000 of the 80,000 barrels to be 
lifted daily would be paid for at the official 
price and the remaining 35,000 barrels at the 
spot market price. Kirkuk crude is currently 
selling on the spot market at a one dollar 
discount. 

Industry observers said the terms could up- 
set Iraq’s partners in the Organization of Pet- 
roleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) who 
have pledged to avoid undercutting each 
other. 

The crude will be delivered to the Turkish 
port of Dortyol at the end of the Kirkuk- 
Ceyhan pipeline. 

For many years, Iraq was France's second- 
biggest supplier of crude after Saudi Arabia. 
In 1982, however, France imported only one 
million tons of Iraqi crude and has not taken 
any so far this year. 

















NATION HAS CREDITORS OVER BARREL 


London ARAB BANKING & FINANCE in English No 6, Aug 83 pp 25-26 


{Article by Jonathan Crusoe and Julia Bright: 


[Text ] 


Across the country [raqgis have been 
queuing up to donate their savings to the 
war effort Cash. insurance policies. 
jewellery and tamily heirlooms are ull 
grist to the oull By early July it wis 
estimated that about 20 tonnes of gold 
wort some $205 million, had been 
collected =~ reportedly to be used 
(together with the proceeds from the 
new Rahidain lottery) to support the 
dinar, which has fallen sharply since the 
start of the war almost three vears ago. 

Just as families now queue to offer 
their savings to the state, so contractors, 
export credit agencies and anxious 
goxernment delegations have also been 
lining up to discuss loans and credits - 
usually on not very favourable terms. 
“The Traqis dont see it as their problem 
but as evervone elses” one London 
banker told awe “Thev say, ‘No, the 
problem is vours, not ours, because its 
vou who haven tbeen paid ~ 

The Tragis hold all the aces,” savs 
another London banker “If the export 
credit agencies come up with the goods. 
then the fraqis can afford to deal on those 
terms. If not = and the contractor himsclt 
is unable to find the necessary funding - 
then its ‘bve-bve. vouve been paid for 
most of your work. come hack again in 
nwo sears. If vou dont want to stay, dont 
expect any new work und dont expect 
pament ether The problem is that 





"Problems, Problems” ] 


contractors Know thev ure looking ut J 
potential $24,000 million-a-vear countn 
They must stay friendis. grin and bear it. 
OF get out” 

David Douglas-Home. direcaor of 
Londons Morgan Grentell & Compans 
Shich is currenth negouaung hnancing 
packages tor UK contractors. puts it like 
this: “No one likes pulling people off site 
und no one wants to walk away from a 
signed deal If vou slam in a claim that 
could mean the end of the road tor a 
company in a particular country, its 4 
major decision with damaging conse- 
quences. 

The war ts generally estimated to 
he costing frag about $LO000 million a 
month und is putting a severe strain on 
the country’s financial resources at 4 ume 
when it ws also commuted t an 
economic development programme est 
mated by one West German banker ut 
some $50,000 million 


The crunch 


The warning signs were apparent [to 
contractors by the end of last vear and by 
early 1983 many firms were strugyling 
with a series of problems. Foreign 
currency payments were being delaved 
for up to four months and, although local 
dinar payments were made on time as 
usual, the werseas value of the dinar had 
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been devalued by some 50% by the war. 

One of the first compames to find 
the necessary funding was the Nether- 
lands Bredero International which 
Obained 2 $35.8 million loan from Amro 
Bunk to fund the remaining foreign 
currency portion of work on its $60 
million housing contract in Baghdad The 
loun was 85% backed by the Dutch 
export credit agency Nederlandsche 
Credietverzekering Maatschappi; 

For some ot the larger deals, ot! has 
been the main medium of exchange. 
France will lift 80,000 barrels a dav (b/d) 
as part pavment for outstanding debts 
esumiated at more than $2,000 million 
South Korean giant Hyundai Engineering 
& Construction Company ts reported to 
have reached an oil barter arrangement 
and the two Japanese trading houses 
Marubent Corporation and Mitsubishi 
Corporation have agreed to take oil in 
part payment. Saudi Arabia and Kuwart 
are helping [rag to meet its oil shipments. 

The ftalian construction group 
Asico has agreed to accept promissory 
notes, presentable after two years, for $12 
million The government has also 
proposed that Filipinos working under 
direct contract take 60% of their salaries 
in dollar denominated promissory notes, 
also pavable after two years. 

Marubeni has agreed, on behalf of 
five Japanese firms, to let Iraq defer for 
nwo vears its payment of $191 million due 
in 1983, at an annual interest rate Of 84%. 
Tokvo has declined to get inyolved in 
yovernmentto-government negutia- 
tions. preferring to let the trading houses 
solve their own problems. 

The French government, however, 
has been closely involved in negotiations 
regarding debt repayments and future 
payments on behalf of French contrac- 
tors and arms suppliers. Paris is now 
negotiating 4 $1000 million package to 
cover pavments duc to French suppliers 
in 1983. In any case. as a French bar'ier 
told amt. the Iragis have paid up a 
substantial proportion - around 80% — of 
payments due from 1982, but against 
assurances of financing for uncompleted 
parts of the projects concerned 








The UKs ECGD came back from 
talks in Baghdad earlier this vear without 
having reached agreement on buvers 
credit, Morgan Grentell then stepped in 
to try and provide financing alternatives 
for UK companies - whose payments due 
now total about $200 million Douglas. 
Home claims that the banks financing 
contracts will eventually cover that figure. 
‘though we wont of course. tke it all on 
our books. There are plenty of bariks 
which are very deal-orientated, because 
deals are all about client relationships. So 
we dont expect problems with svndicat- 
ing this amount.” | 

Fellow director Peter Davies adas 
he is hopeful the contract for John Laing 
International — the first with the Iraqis for 
4 UK chent - will be signed by the 
beginning of August The framework 
agreement on this supplier credit basis 
was signed in Baghdad in June and as of 
mid-July the documentation was being 
given the final touches. A separate 
agreement is being worked out with 
Patterson Candy International Hawker 
Siddeley and APE Allen and there is talk 
of a further deal being negotiated soon. 

West Germanys export credit 
agency Hermes ts estimated to have 
insurance Obligations worth $10,000 
million for companies working in frag 
Recently Hermes his extended cower toa 
few companies whose payments fall due 
in 1983. Repayment is in tour halt-vearh 
instalments with one vears grace A 
Hermes official emphasised that: each 
case will be dealt with on its own merits 
and on condition that frag meets all its 
1982 arrears. Further such deals are 
imminent 

German contractors continue to 
negouate with Iraq direct and on an 
individual basis because Bonn like 
Tokvo, will not get involved Hermes will 
extend cover pronided its guidelines are 
followed “It is upon this offer and this 
framework that companies have to 
negotiate. an Economics Ministn 
spokesman told we. “But thev are free to 
accept unfavourable conditions if thes 
feel this is desirable Its a question of 




















ciculavons of each companys own 
stereos and whit is ut stake 

The firs West German construc. 
bon company to reach agreement was 
blein & Woerner Bau (H&W) A buver 
creda accord was signed by its chent 
Baghdad municipality. with AKA Ausfulr 
Kredit (2 consoruum of 55 West German 
bunks) which covers about one-third of 
the value of HAW 's $351 million worth of 
proyects i Baghdad 


Case-to-case 


Onher German firms continue to work 
under ther own funds. The strong 
consirudion companies have no prob- 
lem in finding Gomesuc financing.” savs 
Commerzbank general manager 
Fredhelm Jost “The problem now ts that 
hinancing costs for companies are higher 
than those being remmbursed by Iraq It is 
ma the hquidinv of the contracting 
companies that is the concern, but the 
irag risk We are helping as much as we 
can. but we have our country limits too. 
One doesnt enter into commitments 
easily It is all done on a case-to-case 
basis, 

This case-to-case basis. rather than 
an across-the-board deal, is of some help 
t Nest German firms which are not 
ceanered by Hermes. Comments the 
Egonomies Ministry spokesman: “The 
hanks are willing to give credit - but onh 
if Hermes gives the guarantee Specific 
house bunks mas come up with extra 
credit if the amounts are not so high. but 
this is up to the private sector Each case is 
treated separatels 

lost feels “nts always much more 
dithcult to renegotiate Contracts: when 
the circumstances have changed — for 
exumple. if a customer decided to enter a 
contract m the first instance im spite of a 
wu 

A spokesman for Strabag Bau - 
working on the Basra airport project - 
which is not covered by Hermes because 








Basra is in a Warerisk area agrees wath 
lose It os ver. very difficult tor 
Companies not covered Ds Hermes to vet 
bachung trom banks Adds dost “Our 
agreement to offer fnancing depends 
finally on the bank-chent relanonship 
and the nvype of project in frag. as well ae 
the atutude of Hermes Iraq is certainly a 
worse risk now, but a omisk which is 
acceptable — 

Germanys Economics Ministry is 
more pessimisuc. “T dont teel positive 
about frag” the spokesman told wi. 1 
have the impression that funds are more 
and more lacksng in brag — in spite ot 
goodwill they simply cant pay What ts 
left in the chest is ver little and thev are 
very careful indeed uw to hom it is 
distributed Tm afraid the situation bits 
worsened considerably | 

Irans intention to continue a war of 
attriven will further dram drags reserves 
esumated by one West German banker to 
have now fallen to below $4.000 million 
“The question vs we see it says Jost. ts 
that Jrag has run down its reserves so 
drasucally that recovery can only tike 
place if the war ends and the onl sturts 
flowing — 

Once the war ends. Iraq could 
resume Supping oil through temporary 
Gulf ternunals. Otherwise. the situation 
may be eased shehthy bv increasing the 
capacity oof the ail export) pipeline 
through Turkey which ts due to come on 
Stream in early [YS 

frag will also) manta strict 
controls on imports. which — have 
accounted for about $10,000 mulhon a 
vear and are only just covered bv foreign 
currency payments of some $8,000 
million-9.000 million avear There ts litte 
foreign food in the shops and the private 
sector is nding wt difficult to get import 
licences. According to Austrian) Federal 
Feonomic Chamber. Iraq has been 
asking tor up to three vears supply credit 

Any new development projects will 
now require forward financing The 
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ZONCTAMENt NOW Wants an extension On 
nwo development loans votalling $1500 
million which the Japanese government 
offered in the mid- 1970s. It has alreach 
received a $105 million joan from 
Iskanic Development Bank to fund 
hospital work. 

Manv feel that only Iraqs neigh- 
hours — to whom it is already in debt to 
the tune of at least $20,000 million -— can 
help the country to stay afloat Trags 
President Saddam = Hussain criticised 
“some Arabs” for their reluctance to 
provide More hnancral support for trag. 
but it seems unlikely that similar-sized 
funding will be forthcoming although 
Saudi Arabia and Kuwait are helping to 
meet Iraqgs oil commitments 

As far as the contractors are 
concerned the likelihood of Iraq 
returning to its former status as a cash 
chent is far awav “Because of the oil 
quotas which Iraq has accepted under 
OPEC - only 13 million bd about 
$13,000 million - they do not have as 
much monev as before” one West 
German contractor savs. “It will be a long 
time and conditions must serioush 
improve” For Morgan’ Grentells 
Douglas-Home. it is more cut and dried 
“Once thev can produce oil again. thev Il 
he a cash client again ~ O 
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COMPOSITION, ACTIVITIES OF POPULAR ARMY DISCUSSED 
Baghdad THE BAGHDAD OBSERVER in English 27 Jul 83 p 4 
[Article by Basim Muftin: "Gulf War Improves Popular Army Battle Tactics" ] 


[Text ] 


The Gulf war has vnriched 
the experience of the Iraqi 
Popular Army in terms of 
both field tactics and the 
command of the military op- 
crations. 

Originally founded to per- 
form limited tasks at the 
home front, as is the case 
with almost all the militias in 
the world, the Iraqi Popular 
Army has developed military 
and disciplinary traditions 
matching up those upheld by 
the well trained and orga- 
nised regular armies. 

In terms of legistics, the 
Iragi Popular Army has 
manifested brilliant perform- 
ance, clearly shown through- 
out the 35-month old war 
with Iran when small units of 
the Popular Army used to 
contain the enemy first 
attacking waves — thus giv- 
ing an ample opportunity to 
regular army units to launch 
well-organised counter- 
attacks. 

In these battles, the Popu- 


lar Army showed a high 
capability of rapid deploy- 
ment necessitated by the na- 
ture of the combat missions, 
and a good control of fire 
which, in most cases, 
blunted the enemy’s offen- 
sives and robbed the enemy 
the opportunity of taking 
advantage of the surprise 
element in the war. 

Foreign military experts 
and analysts affirmed that 
Iraqi Popular Army showed 
good command and man- 
oeuvering tactics in the Gulf 
war, which are worthy of 
deep study and considera- 
tion to come out with lessons 
highly useful for other mili- 
tias in the world. 

They also observed that 
the Popular Army units have 
developed a good use of 
modern weapons which are 
usually used by regular 
armies and not by militias. 
Thus, they affirmed, the 
striking power of the Iraqi 
Popular Army should be 





taken into account when it 
comes to assess the military 
balance in the region. 

The assignment of such 
great military tasks to the 
Popular Army fighters press- 
ed for a drastic change in the 
military training program- 
mes and armament of these 
fighters. 

The Popular Army was 
founded in 1970, two years 
after the inception of July 17 
Revolution, as a paramilit- 
ary Organisation to defend 
the country and to be the 
rearback of the regular 
army. 


According to the Central 
Report of the Ninth Congress 
of the Arab Ba’th Socialist 
Party, all the factors that led 
to the failure of the 


National Guard! experi- 
ment in 1963, were taken into 
consideration when a deci- 
sion was taken to found the 
Popular Army. 

















The report pointed out 
that a plan was laid by the 


leadership, and personally 
supervised by President Sad- 
dam Hussein, to build the 
Popular Army formations 
and develop their combat 
and tactical capabilities. 

Up to 1978 the Popular 
Army units were composed 
only of Ba’thists, but after 
this date, all other citizens 
began voluntarily joining the 
Popular Army, and thvir 
numbers doubled ten times 
after the start of the gulf 
war. 

The Popular Army experi- 
ment has got more momen- 
tum when women begun in 
1974 joining the Popular 
Army formations. The ex- 
periment was also extended 
to cover the Autonomy Re- 
gion. 


According to the Central 
Report, a five-year plan was 
laid in 1981 to increase the 
number of the Popular Army 
fighters to some 500,000. 
But due to the war condi- 
tions, this number was real- 
ised by the end of 1982. 

The Report elaborated 
that the war against Iranian 
aggression provided the 
need to develop the combat 
abilities of the Popular Army 
formations which have dug 
in positions along all the war 
sectors. All the Popular 
Army fighters there are con- 
sidered as soldiers carrying 


out all the battle duties at 
their sectors. 


President Saddam Hussein 
said that the participation of 
the Popular Army fighters in 
the military operations 
beyond the borders of the 
country was considered the 
first task ever carried out by 
such militia all over the 
world. 

Indeed, from the very first 
days of the war, the Popular 
Army fighters participated in 
large numbers in the military 
operations which took place 
on the franian territories. 
These fighters held 
thousands of kilometres of 
Iranian territories taken by 
the Iraqi armed forces to 
keep Iraqi border cities and 
villages far from the Iranian 
artillery shelling. 

Thesé fighters also held 
strong positions in the Ira- 
nian cities taken by Iraqi 
forces, and this act by itself 
required high fighting skills 
and good experience in the 
war of cities. Thus they gave 
a good support for the regu- 
lar forces which, by virtue of 
their experience and nature 
of training were assigned the 
task of pushing back Iranian 
forces massed at the borders 
between the two countries. 

Due to their participation 
in these military operations, 
the Popular Army units have 
developed their fighting ex- 








CSO: 


perience which is further 
deepened by enhancement 
of training techniques during 
the 35-month ola war. 

According to the Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the 
Popular Army, Mr Taha 
Yassin Ramadhan, the train- 
ing programmes are laid in 
compliance with the require- 
ments of the war, which has 
a direct impact on the de- 
velopment of the training 
standards and the good use 
of weapons. He pointed out 
that in conformity with the 
requirements of the battle- 
field and the instructions of 
the concerned military au- 
thorities, new sophisticated 
weapons are now used by the 
Popular Army fighters. 

The Central Report said 
that sophisticated weapons 
like the 82 mm calibre mor- 
tar guns and 57-mm calibre 
anti-aircraft guns are effi- 
ciently used by the Popular 
Army units. Uhus the Popu- 
lar Army now is a very 
strong force that provides a 
heavy fire power in support 
of the regular troops. 

As far the Commanders of 
these units, Mr Ramadhan 
elaborated, they receive spe- 
cial training to increase their 
command abilties in accord- 
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ance with field require- 
ments. Of course, the regu- 
lar army officers and non- 
commissioned officers carry 
out and supervise the train- 
ing of the Popular Army 
units and, according to the 
central report, they com- 
mand some of these units. 

The participation of the 
Popular Army fighters in the 
war along with the regular 
troops has deepened the 
mutual respect and coor- 
dination between them, and 
has never led to competition 
as is the case between the 
militias and the regular 
armies in other countries, 
and Iran is an illuminating 
example for this struggle. | 

While large numbers of 
the Popular Army fighters 
are holding positions at the 
battle fronts, others are on 
standby at the home front on 
a large-scale. Thus, they 
guard important economic, 
military and strategic pro- 
jects. They also work 
together with regular anti- 
aircraft units inside the coun- 
try. 

According to the Com- 
mander-in-Chief, the Popu- 
lar Army units are expanded 
after the war to include Arab 
citizens from other countries 


who have volunteered to de- 
fend Iraq against the Iranian 
aggression. Mr Ramadhan 
explained that from the prac- 
tical point of view Arab 
volunteers took part from 
the first month of the war 
including large numbers of 
Egyptian brothers. 

Mr Ramadhan went on to 
say that compared with the 
huge population density in 
the Arab Homeland, the 
number of Arab volunteers 
in the war, is relatively few. 
Despite this fact, he added, 
Iraqis appreciated this parti- 
cipation which would create 
a new outlook towards the 
present conditions through 
which the Arab Nation is 
passing. 

He further pointed out 
that this participation would 
give the Arab youth a good 
Opportunity to know more 
about the experiment of the 
Popular Army in Iraq, since 
they receive the same train- 
ing programmes and they 
use the equipment used by 
Iraqi fighters. This is very 
important, he explained, be- 
cause when conditions are 
appropriate, all Arab coun- 
tries would make use of the 
Popular Army experiment in 
Iraq. 
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OPPOSITION GROUP LEADER INTERVIEWED 
Cairo AL-WAHDAH in Arabic 15 May 83 pp 6-8 


[Interview with Shaykh Muhammad Bu Bakr Bin ‘Ajrumah, a leader of the 
National Grouping of Patriotic Forces in South Yemen, by Muhammad Shudari; 
date and place not specified; Cairo AL-WAHDAH in Arabic; monthly organ of 
the National Grouping of Popular Forces in South Yemen] 


[Text] Shaykh Muhammad Bu Bakr Bin ‘Ajrumah is one of the principal 
leaders in the "National Grouping of Patriotic Forces in South Yemen.” 

He quietly and silently plays an essential role in nationalist activity. 
Shaykh Muhammad is a pioneer. He was one of the first to take up arms in 
resistance to British colonialism in al-'Awaliq after 1954. At that time 
he participated with his comrades in the "League of the Arab South” by 
announcing armed resistance against the British interference and presence 
in al-‘Awaliq. He participated in dozens of battles which demonstrated 
his toughness and the strength of his practice and his patriotism. 


Today he is involved in another struggle, this time against the Marxist 
regime in South Yemen. Shaykh Muhammad Bu Bakr Bin ‘Ajrumah spoke to 
AL-WAHDAH about political matters in the region, as well as about 
patriotic activity in the ranks of the opposition, and about the Marxist 
regime in South Yemen which has been imposed on the people by the power 
of iron and fire and is supported by the bayonets of foreign forces. 


In this interview, he confirms that the basic issue, above and beyond all 
else, is “between our people in the south and the ruling regime which has 
been imposed upon it.” 


He defines the Grouping's position on any possible dialogue with the 
regime in Aden by saying: "The Grouping will accept a dialogue with the 
regime which is based on firm foundations." 


He rejects the strategic alliances which exist between the regime in Aden 
and the Soviet Union and other nations. He says, "These alliances 
threaten the states and peoples of the region." 
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[Question] I asked him the following question: Now, three years after 
the founding of the National Grouping of Patriotic Forces in the South of 
Yemen, which has gained a real presence on the Yemeni scene, how do you 
view the tasks of the Grouping three years after its founding? ; 


[Answer] The circumstances in which the Grouping was founded were unusual. 
We praise God that the patriotic forces realized their responsibility 

and unified within one patriotic framework. Despite the fact that thiee 
years have passed since the Grouping came into being, we still feel that 
we are at the stage of founding it. A proposal has been drawn up for a 
national charter and a working program. This year, 1983, the National 
Council which will comprise a large number of strugglers and nationalists 
opposed to the Marxist regime in South Yemen, will be set up. 


The Grouping has since its very founding taken strong steps in the areas 
of political and information activities. We have contacted a number of 
Arab states and international organizations. Most Arab countries have 
come to realize the dangerous nature of the regime in South Yemen, despite 
what it claims with regard to achieving reconciliation with them. All 
that is just a brittle delusion. In the information field, we are busy 

in more than one area and kind of activity. AL-WAHDAH magazine has become 
the voice speaking for the Grouping and the meeting place for many Arab 
and Yemeni political writers. AL-WAHDAH has transmitted a great deal of 
news of detailed sense and meaning. In addition, it has disclosed many 

of the regime's maneuvers against our people inside the country and 
against the states of the region. Among the things it has published was 
the text of the Tripartite Aden Agreement. In addition, it discussed 

a number of issues which have stimulated interest both at home and abroad. 
The sons of the South have come to be interested in this informative 
voice. Information activity will expand in the future, and political 
activity will increase from now on. 


Arab Mediation 


[Question] What is your evaluation of the mediation efforts undertaken 
by the United Arab Emirates and Kuwait between the Sultanate of Oman and 
South Yemen? Do you think the regime in South Yemen is serious about 
reconciliation? 


[Answer] Since independence, the ruling Marxist regime in South Yemen 
has taken an inimical position vis-a-vis the neighboring Arab peoples 
and governments, as well as all the Arab Gulf states. Since that time, 
the regime has clearly taken a position of enmity toward the Sultanate 
of Omen. 


Mediation attempts by the Gulf states have been in progress since 
independence, with the goal of achieving a settlement between the regime 
and the Sultanate of Oman in particular, but they have not worked out. 
Recently, as a definite result of factors and variables, and because the 
Aden regime has found that it has reached the end of a blocked road both 
internally and externally, mediation activity between the regime in 
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South Yemen and the Sultanate of Oman in particular has picked up since 
a year ago. It seems that in recent months the mediation has achieved 
semi-definite results. 


What we want to say here is that, despite these mediation efforts, we 
think that the basic issue, above and beyond all else, is between our 
people in the South and the ruling regime which controls them. Whatever 
the result of mediation or of detente may be, the problem will continue 

to exist as long as the ruling regime continues its policy and manner. 

The style which the regime is following with regard to detente between 
itself and the Sultanate comes less from within than it does from without, 
from the foreign powers whose orders the regime obeys and whose instructions 
it carries out. These powers have discovered that their interest lies in 
creating a foothold for themselves in the region, and they have found in 
the South Yemeni regime someone to implement their policy. I do not think 
that detente between the Sultanate of Oman and South Yemen will be 
successful in the long run. It has been clear till now that the Soviet 
Union is still supporting its military centers in South Yemen. There 

is no doubt that this presence threatens stability and security in the 
region. 


Will the Regime in Aden Retreat at Home and Abroad? 


[Question] Some Arab newspapers mention from time to time that the regime 
in South Yemen has been retreating both domestically and abroad. What do 
you think about these reports? To what degree are they correct? 


[Answer] Up until now, we have not noticed any retrenchment by the regime 
in South Yemen. Neither have our people in the country noticed any 
desirable change. It all boils down to the regime trying to make contact 
with certain elements to ask them to return as individuals. According to 
our information, even these elements have refused to return. 


If no comprehensive change occurs in the structure of government and 
authority, and if the single-party system is not done away with, then 
nothing done by the regime can be called retrenchment. Rather, it is all 
just a matter of temporary tactics designed to create division in the 
ranks of the opposition and to fool some Arab states into thinking that 
the regime wants to change. However, its real goal is to fleece the 

Arab states and get more money, which it will spend on the weapons with 
which it threatens our people and the region. The regime is undertaking 
these maneuvers because it has felt the power of the opposition, as 
represented in the National Grouping of Patriotic Forces in South Yemen. 


The Dialogue with the Regime 


[Question] If the regime in South Yemen were to contact the Grouping in 
order to start a "dialogue," would you accept and enter into such a 
dialogue? What concessions would the Grouping ask from the regime? 
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[Answer] The Grouping would accept a dialogue with the regime in South 
Yemen if the dialogue rested on firm foundations. However, our position 
vis-a-vis the ruling regime in South Yemen is based on our doctrine, 
principles and goals. We can offer the following points as proof of the 
truth of our intentions: 


1) No party or organization can oppress the others. There must be true 
national unity built on sound democratic foundations. 


2) Work must proceed toward achieving the following goals: 
a) achieving security and stability 
b) justice 
c) democracy 
d) prosperity. 


3) Before all that, we must care for and maintain the five principles or 
concepts which all divine systems of law and all human syste.s of law 

in the countries that respect themselves and care about protecting human 
dignity aim to guard. These principles are: the protection of the 
individual and of property, save when a greater right applies, of honor, 
of religion, and of the intellect. 


4) A constitution must be composed (that is, a basic system of 
government) which will define the identity of the people of the south 

of Yemen, as well as its basic beliefs, in addition to providing for 

the various freedoms and delineating the three types of authority: 
legislative, judicial and executive. The constitution would also define 
the powers of each of these three branches of government. 


5) A constitution and system of government must be set up which will be 
consistent with what humanity has achieved all over the world after long 
struggle and experimentation. 


6) This principle must be laid down and implemented: nothing will be 
considered a crime unless it is so defined by the text of the law, and no 
one will be punished without a verdict, which in turn cannot be given 
except on the basis of the law and an independent judiciary. 


These Are the Grouping's Goals 


[Question] Many citizens living abroad are asking themselves what the 
Grouping’s political goals are, as well as what the opposition rests on 
and what its major differences with the regime in South Yemen are. 


[Answer] Before the Grouping, opposition in the South was in disarray. 
Since the Grouping was set up, the opposition has united and engaged in 
unified patriotic activity. Opposition in the South has moved into a new 
phase. The Grouping's goals were set forth in its founding declaration. 
They can be summarized as bringing down the Marxist regime in South 

Yemen, returning the country to its Arab and Islamic roots, and setting up 
a national government which would include various patriotic groups and be 
elected directly and democratically by the people. 
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In this decisive stage in our country's history, we confirm to our people 
that we will bear the burden of struggling and working with determination 
and devotion, in accordance with our doctrine, principles and goals, behind 
which the opposition has united within the framework of the National 
Grouping of Patriotic Forces in South Yemen. 


We want to make clear to the sons of our people that we do not disagree 
with the regime simply because we want power. Rather, we disagree with 

it on many issues, the most important being doctrine and principles. Their 
doctrine is Marxist, while ours is Islamic. Their principles tell them 

to tie themselves to foreigners, while ours tie us to our people and to 
liberation, unity, and social justice. Our basic goals rest on achieving 
security, stability, justice, democracy and prosperity. 


The Alliance Between South Yemen and the Soviet Union 


[Question] The nature of the alliance between the regime in South Yemen 
and the Soviet Union is strategic. If an agreement were to be reached 
by the Grouping and the regime, would it be possible for the opposition 
to accept the principle of the strategic alliance with the Soviets? 


[Answer] We welcome relations with all Arab and foreign countries without 
exception, including the Soviet Union. The current strategic alliance 
between the regime in Aden and the Soviet Union is contrary to the will 

of our Yemeni people in both the south and the north. Our people abhore 
these alliances. In our eyes, these rulers have no right to tie themselves 
to any foreign powers in any way at all, whether by alliance or by a 
military treaty. The current strategic alliance is between two unequal 
states. We consider it to be against our brothers in the Gulf states and 
the Arabian peninsula, because this alliance means air, land and sea 

bases which threaten the stability of the states and peoples of the region. 
Therefore, we reject strategic alliances and the presence of military 
bases in the region, be they Soviet or American. 


Are There Disagreements Among the Authorities in Aden? 


[Question] There are constantly domestic problems on the Yemeni scene 
which bespeak the existence of disagreements among the ruling factions 
in South Yemen. Do you think they are disputes about power, about 
ideology, or about the benefits and commissions of the foreign elements? 


[Answer] There are no disagreements in that term's real sense. I can 
say that they are differences concerning the foreigners’ benefits and 
commissions; they have nothing to do with the kind of change that would 
benefit the people of the South. All the factions that are vying 

with each other are linked to foreign powers and consider themselves a 
part of the world communist movement. We do not expect any good for the 
people of the South to come at the hands of these persons, for they are 
all the same. The people in power may change, but their ties to the 
foreigners continue and remain. What we want is comprehensive change 
and a free national will far removed from ties to foreign powers. 
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The Alliance with Ethiopia 


[Question] The regime in South Yemen is allied with Marxist Ethiopia. 
It claims that Ethiopia is friendly to the Arabs, and that use can be 
made of its strategic position. What do you think about that? 


[Answer] When the regime in Aden makes an alliance with a state like 
Ethiopia, it is an alliance with a state following the same path and 
having the same principles. Everyone knows there is a military treaty 
between Ethiopia and South Yemen. This treaty is directed against the 
Arab states located on the shores of the Red Sea and the Arab Gulf. In 
addition, the two signatory countries are bound by treaty to the Soviet 
Union. 


Ethiopia is supposed to be a claw in this region, just like South Yemen. 
South Yemen has worked together with Ethiopia in all the wars which the 
latter has fought and is still fighting against Somalia, our brother 
Arab, Muslim state. It has also cooperated with Ethiopia against the 
heroic Eritrean people, who have been resisting Ethiopian occupation for 
more than twenty years. The heads of the regime have admitted as much 
in their statements. 


As for Ethiopia being a friend of the Arabs, that is ridiculous. The Arab 
States all know that Ehtiopia is a friend of Israel and that Israel 
supplies it with weapons and experts in several fields. Moreover, 
Ethiopia meets with Israel. The regime in South Yemen has contacts with 
the Israeli communist party. How can the Arabs benefit from Ethiopia, 
Israel's friend and their arch-enemy? 


A Final Question 


[Question] It has been noticed that the regime in South Yemen plays fast 
and loose with the issue of Yemeni unity. It refuses to let this unity 
be built on the basis of Islamic law. What is your feeling about Yemeni 
unity? 


[Answer] The regime in South Yemen, like any Marxist regime, rejects 
unity with the Islamic half of the country because it wants a Marxist 
unity with the forces that profess loyalty to it and to which it is 
tied by a single ideology. We believe in the necessity of the unity of 
both halves of the Uemeni people, and we confirm that this unity must 
spring from the heart of the people and the foundations of Islamic law. 


As far as we know, the political leadership in the northern half of the 
country wants unity to be based on this people's strength of character, 
as well as on its real circumstances and its magnificent history. We 
trust the political leadership in the northern half of the country not to 
renounce the great gains that have been achieved for the Yemeni people 
there, while it tries to achieve true Yemeni unity. 


12224 
CSO: 4404/475 
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BRIEFS 





SOVIET BASE ALLEGATION--Informed sources have revealed to AL-WAHDAH that 
the Soviet Union will soon build a huge Soviet naval base in South Yemen. 
These sources mentioned that the general commander of the Soviet war 
fleet, Admiral Sergei Gorshkov, visited South Yemen last March, with 

the purpose of reaching agreement on the base. The sources say that the 
Soviet admiral made a tour of a number of small ports on the southern 
coast in order to choose a suitable place for the base. They say as well 
that the details have been left to a number of technicians, who have 
stayed behind in ‘Adan in order to do more studies of the project. These 
sources revealed as well that two or three places have been selected. 

The best and most suitable location will be picked only after all the 
studies are finished. The sources think the Soviets may have selected a 
small fishing harbor which lies on the coastal strip which extends to the 
borders of the Sultanate of Oman. The project studies began immediately 
after the political leadership in South Yemen had agreed in principle. 
[Text] [Cairo AL-WAHDAH in Arabic 15 May 83 p 5] 12224 


CSO: 4404/475 
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AFGHANISTAN 


BRIEFS 


REBEL BASE HIT--Islamabad, Aug. 4 (AFP)--Afghan troops backed by airborne Sovi- 
et forces scored a major victory against the rebels in the eastern Afghanistan 
last week by overrunning the guerrilla stronghold Tora Bora, resistance sources 
said Wednesday. A 200-vehicle force of tanks, trucks, and armored troop car- 
riers swept through the rebel-dominated districts of Agam, Chapar Har and 
Bachir close to the Hezbe Islami resistance group's headquarter's at Tora Bora, 
20 kms (12 miles) south of Jalalabad. Mujahedeen (Islamic fighter) sources 
said "fierce fighting” raged for three days during which guerrillas shot down 

a helicopter gunship and destroyed ten military vehicles. The helicopter fell 
on a Soviet-Afghan troops concentration in Agam, damaging two tanks. The Sovi- 
ets dropped paratroops in the mountains surrounding Tora Bora. About 20 civil- 
ians were killed in Soviet bombings, the sources said. Tora Bora gained promi- 
nence when a Mujahedeen group led by Maulawi Yunus Khales last year imprisoned 
a kidnaped senior Soviet advisor there, E.M. Okrim Yuk, and later executed him 
despite reported Red Cross intercession. [Text] [Manila BULLETIN TODAY in 
English 4 Aug 83 p 3] 


GUERRILLAS CLAIM VICTORIES--Islamabad, Aug. 3 (UPI)--Afghan guerrillas destroyed 
25 armored vehicles and shot down two Soviet aircraft in stiff fighting last 
week northwest of Kabul, a Western diplomatic source said Tuesday. Eight heli- 
copters (10 miles) northwest of the Afghan capital on July 27 after Soviet 
forces suffered some of their heaviest casualties of the year, the diplomat 
said. There was no mention of guerrilla casualties in the account of the fight- 
ing which could not be confirmed independently. The diplomat said one MIG 
bomber and one MI-24 helicopter gunship were downed by the resistance ground 
fire on July 23. Another helicopter was forced to land after it was hit. The 
resistance forces captured a pilot, a Soviet officer, a Soviet nurse, and an 
Afghan Communist Party official in the fighting, according to the diplomat. He 
said the guerrillas destroyed 25 armored personnel carriers and tanks with 
landmines and rockets. Both Soviets and guerrillas shifted forces from Pagh- 
man after the fighting, the diplomat said. [Text] [Manila BULLETIN TODAY in 
English 4 Aug 83 p 3] 


CSO: 4600/829 
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COMMUNIQUE ISSUED ON ‘HINDRANCES’ CREATED BY SAUDIS 


Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in English 2 Aug 83 p 2 


| Text ] 


TEHRAN, Aug | (IRNA) — 
The Mimstry of Ershad Islam 
(Islamic Guidance) said in a com- 
munique here Sunday that the 
Saud t has bere trying 
to obstruct the travel of Iranian 
p'lgmms to Mecca for Hajj. and in 
doimg so it has committed every 
possible act to inconvenience and 
practically prevent Lranians from 
reforming their Hajj mtuals this 
vear. 

The following are excerpts from 
the communique issued here 


Sunday. 
“The Saudi says 
that it will not prevent the travel 


to Saudi Arabia of any Iranian 
citizen. Why then does the Saudi 
government force the owners of 
houses and hotels to cance} the 
agreements signed for providing 

to Iranian: ignms? Why 
does the Sa: ii go. .nment insist 
that the oumoer of iran Air tnps 
to Mecca and Medina be 


? Why has it ted 
the travel of a oup 6) iraman 
to Saudi ia for prelimmary 
arrangements for the pilgrims arr- 
val i a 

“Na resortiag to such 
artifice, the Saudi aovetament 
intends to prevent iraman pil- 
= goin; to Saud) Arata 

Saudis’ mot. vations for doing 
$0 afe not unknown to us. Obvw:- 


CSO: 4600/832 


Ously the presence in Ha:j cere 
monies of about 100.000 franians 
will help the Mushms of the world 
realize the magnificence of the 
hand imformation from Iranian 
pilgrims and realize the solidanty 
of th Iranian people with the 
Islam. government — A govern- 
ment «hich has been inspired 


aH 
He 
ia 


q 
f 
F 


well as aids of the 
reactionary government of the 


“The Saudi governm nt is 
aware that if it allo-’ved the travel 
thereto of about 1° 3.000 Iran:2n 

ilgrims, the unaninious call of : :e 
ranian pilgrims and their shots 
of ‘God is Great’, ‘death to tie 
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superpowers, aNd “deat te 
Israel’ in Mecca and *ied:ra 
would threaten the secunty acd 
the domination of the oppressive 
rulers. Likewise, the Sauai reeune 
is loath to see [ran ranking firt 
among Muslim countries in 
number of pilenms. Tne Sauc: 
sovernment hates to sce ins 
nonor eranted to Iran. The 
Islamic Republic of [ran and all of 
the Iranian pilgrims. however, v1 
utilize every possible means av2:.- 
able to them in order tu fuifili this 
divine invitation to visit the Kaaba 
and Holy Shrine of Prophet 
Mohammad (SAWA). God wi- 
ling they will eventuaily tnumca 
over the plots of the cnemics vi 
Islam. 

“We would like to warn the 
world public, as wel) as the fre 
Mushms and the Muslim govern- 
ments against a massive plot bem: 
hatched by the government of 
Saudi Arata. The Musitm peon' 
of the world are expected to fullii! 
ther religous responsibtlitres in 


tre face of this plot We only need 
to declare that what ts happeninz 
to the free Musium peopie of tran 
should alarm al] the world Mus- 
hms This indicates a hidden and 
ominous plot which ts actually the 
dirty mstnuations of the Unite 
States and the usurping israel ~ 


IRAN 














IRAN 


AL-ASI COMMENTS ON 'SAUDI RESTRICTIONS ON IRANIAN PILGRIMS' 


Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in English 6 Aug 83 p 2 


[Text ] 


rth 
si seeeitaa | Re Er 
a ut] nijlt I jit rat 


i au} ject ade? 
HI bil: HE. RU ai al; 


el 8 Hires tee 


for 


in| i i aH ins tt igi lil 
25 


He : i 
are He : 5 a fk ui ie 
sails He 
HARE Tota ety33* aa Ag:t 
eh Ht il a 


fy 

Zs i ia 4h 4 

cat ae (H 
amt anit, “3 Hi . Hall 
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IRAN 


KHATAMI DISCUSSES HAJJ PILGRIMAGE DURING FRIDAY SERMON 


Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in English 7 Aug 83 p 2 


[Text ] 


TEHRAN, Aus. 6 (IRNA) — 
Tne speaer before President 
soni Pitan pues san hak 
wee:.’s frayers was - 
j2to:esiam Mobammad BA som now) Aion § 
hiiaister of Ershad-e Islami 
(Isiamc Guidance). who referred 
iD his speech to tne conilict bet- 
wsen tne Isiamic Republic and 
world ovpressicn and its 3 
tke remon. He said Fredy mend 
was we tanve of a filthy 
chous im the world and our con- 
fict with Saddam and his masters 
W25 not a short-term ons. It was 2 
ay yt — thet ey 
wi oppressioa 1ts 
ieckevs w the region, he said. 
To= minister continued, saving 
thet att-mots have been mad:: to 
‘mers uoon bumamty th: icea 
‘art man wa at the service of 
‘obuc, whit coliacs was at th= 
2mMice ci mareriz) 1b the 
+vo1.4. In our world, he con- 
tinued, art was bein: used to 
Ccestro’ morality, 2nd science 
+ ch : tered wmdustry and tech- 
= s027" wa. used for bullvinc. 
‘ Nec: ver a Maton resisted to tn; 
Ccminauon, al) the forces were 
m. dihzed 2eainst it. The Islamic 
Kepudlic. said Hojjatolesiam 
}zatam:, was an example of this 
encounter, since we had a doc- 
tmns and which were 
eovosed to al] these and we 
rcireved im God and relimon. in 
tits encounter, they attempted to 


CSO: 4600/833 





—e religion or otherwise 
io cstort it. The slogan of 


separation of religion from politics 
nad stemmed m here, he 
Stated. 

! The Islamic Guidance Minister 
thea referred yo the obstrucnons 
Create:’ by the Saudi 
jtns qispatch of framan 

‘rims to Mecca saying that. da 
‘tee Saudi regime was frightened 
Of was that would protest 


against contemporary infidebty 
and atreism. Nowaaays. be sai2, 
tas world oprressioa oS one tas 


of ne Bo 

y 

‘such as oil ye “these 
of the 
hol sp owe ce 
|Soviet Union attacked Muslim 
ivan | in Afghanistan. On the 


rez.on. How can Muslims keep 
Quiet agcsmst all these crmes of 
tne atheist forces? 

It was very surprising, he said, 
to see that the reactionary Arab 
governments not oniy kept sient 
towaras the brutai supcression of 
héusiims in Lebaroa, but aiso ct 
toe sams ame, the a 


20 


attacked by Saudi recime’s polic’:. 

Iranian pilgrims woo were t+ 
representatives of the Musi:m 
nation of Iran, were dastazciy 
attacked by officers of the Sauci 
government for just sympathize : 
with the deprived masses in Pais. - 
tre and Lebanon asd ior prote::- 
ing and shouting ‘“‘deatn to 
isras}” 

The Saudi rexm=2 snowid aaa, 
stresse3 hojiatoicsiam Kozan 
tnat Mecca was the proper piace 
{0 crotest agams* tee enemue: cf 
Ged and ui. was 2 66! Gur tic: 
‘Muslims snow:c co: ImcOTe eves 
for OLS memrsct. 
| Ke contnues. “We sili vege: 
the satanic policies on ivieccs en. . 
(Medina, because siounng aes. : 
‘to the US. and Israe) and sup: °- 
powers will awaken Mushms cf 

the world. 

“We delieve that thoss wno 
cannot last one momen? amon: 
their n2zDon without cspencency 
upon the United States have co 
nzht to determine God’s policies. 
Isiam ard God made possible the 
gathenn2 of such bugs mulntucss 
12 Kaaba and we Deljeve tnat tne 
pohaes d } over the holy 
shrines should be ones. We 
say that the center for protest and 
Campaicn acainst 2} should i be 
formed in this very mee -y © 

In conclusion, the Ershad-e 
Islami mumster assured that Iran 
would do its best to dispatch its 
piignms to Haj). 
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IRAN 


EMIGRE PUBLICATION ON SILENCE OF ARMED FORCES 
GF211943 Paris ARA in Persian 6 Aug 83 p 1 


[Paris ARA in Persian; weekly published by Iranian dissidents] 


[Excerpts] Months ago, when the Iran-Iraq war had reached a stage whereby 

the Iranian army expelled the enemy forces from a very important part of 
Iranian soil through its brave and manly efforts, factual military communiques 
were issued each day sincerely giving the reports and details of the vic- 
tories of thr Iranian army to the nation. The people in turn were very happy 
to see the brave army defending the holy homeland so zealously, and consider 
these victories their own. The interviews with the armed forces commanders 
[at the time], which even included their names and the location of their 

posts revealed further facts. 


Has there beenone interview or statement by even a junior officer about the 
many attacks of the recent months which have been named after all the real 
imams and may possibly bear such names as the Grand Idiot or the Great 
Shark and some such names shortly? Has anyone heard a military figure 
remark about the military techniques and the role of the army in the recent 
battles? Certainly not! Has any one of the military communiques which are 
now written in the words of the mullahs and in their style collaborated the 
claims made by the radio voice of mullahs? If, as the mullahs, claim, the 
high-flyers of the Air Force or the Army Air Corps or the braves of the 
Army and the Navy participated in the Val-Fajr, Muslim ibn Aqil, Shemr, 
Kholi Harmaleh, and so on, then why haven't their commanders talked about 
the bravery of their forces even once, and why has Rafsanjani been their 
sole spokesman? Why should he make their decisions for them and continue 
his tricks to deceive people? 


The situation has reached disgraceful proportions. The more the armed 
forces become silent in this respect, the more vulgar the mullahs become 
and the more they assemble stories which have no result but a public smirk. 


Aside from the stupid mullahs, it is interesting to note that the partici- 
pants of the Friday shows in each town and village deliver speeches--in the 
manner of undefeated war leaders and legendary heroes--about the battles and 
tactics used, all attempting to take some credit for themselves and thus 
deceive the public and the youth. It is sad that at a time when the armed 
forces personnel, the brave men who in the holy profession of soldiers are 
committing sacrifices to maintain the security of our dear homeland, are 
forced to remain silent, and a bunch of loafers, corrupt, greedy individuals 
are speaking in their place and chanting for more opponents. 
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MISUSE OF POWER BY NEW GOVERNMENT ALLEGED 
Kathmandu THE MOTHERLAND in English 28 Jul 83 p 3 
{Editorial: "Time to Act"] 


[Text] A government can ruin a country overnight but not build it that fast. 
Miracles may happen but there is no magic wand with which the fate of a country 
can be changed. Logically enough then, the new government cannot be expected 
to cure all the maladies from which the country suffers. All that one can 

hope for now is the modest beginning with clear vision of how the complex 
economic problems inherited from the government that went out of power can 

be tackled gradually but steadily and with a firm sense of determination. 
People outside the government have already started grumbling against reported 
misuse of power by some ministers. This is an unfortunate development for 

the present government. 


Further delay in waking public its plans, programmes and priorities will cost 
the government dearly. The mere slogan that it is there for providing a clean 
and effective government may not help it for long. A change in the government 
calls for a change in the priorities and the pattern of operation which have 
not yet become visible. Instead it appears that the new government is more 
preoccupied with day-to-day administration in more or less the same pattern 

as in the past. Some of the measures which the government has taken are dubbed 
as ploys adopted to gain cheap popularity. The government should see that such 
things are not done in future in such a sloppy manner. Its style of operation 
and the manner it begins implementing some of its programmes should convince 
the people in general and the intellectuals in particular that it means to 
deliver the goods. The government should be able to do at least this much 

for the present. 
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POLITICAL DETAINEES' RELEASE WELCOMED 
Kathmandu THE MOTHERLAND in English 29 Jul 83 p 3 
{Editorial: "Political Detainees"] 


[Text] Though Amnesty International Report of 1982 said that almost all polit- 
ical detainees were released in Nepal by the end of 1981, the recent release 
of 32 political detainees and the subsequent statement by Prime Minister Chand 
that more would be released in future sufficiently indicate that there are 
more political detainees at different jails of the country than is generally 
assumed. People opposed to the government are many but they are functioning 
in a disorganised manner because they have not been able to take up the issues 
of te common masses and are bogged down in their own internal problems. It 
can be said that even in 1980 the opposition was not an organised one. It 

was more in the nature of a mob going amuck both in Kathmandu and at Hetauda. 
Teachers and students were the protagonists then and it was they who were 

held under detention in a large number. 


The process thus started by the Prime Minister to release the political 
detainees deserves to be welcomed. If there is any threat to the stability of 
the Panchayat policy it is from within the Panchayat itself and thus the 

feeble voice from outside the Panchayat should cause no worry to supporters of 
the system. The Prime Minister should therefore publish the number and names 
of those who are still detained under the Security Act and release them as soon 
as possible. Such an act will be in conformity with the declared policy of the 
government that the Pancha can accommodate people with all shades of opinions. 
The government should also understand that mature voice of opposition can be 

of help to it to correct its policies and programmes. Opposition of this kind 
whether it comes from within or outside the system should be welcomed with a 
democratic spirit. Conservatism on such matters can lead an open society to 
nowhere. 
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PANCHAYAT DISCUSSES FOREIGN MINISTRY AFFAIRS 
Kathmandu THE RISING NEPAL in English 5 Aug 83 pp l, 8 


[Text] RP Finance Committee session Thursday started discussions concerning 
the appropriations for Foreign Ministry under the Appropriations Act 2040 B.S. 


Eleven RP members took part in Thursday's discussions. 


Sixty-three members had submitted their names for taking part in discussions 
on Foreign Ministry. 


Those speaking at Thursday's discussions were Parasuram Rai (Khotang), Sridhar 
Shumsher Rana (Lalitpur), Narsingh Giri (Bajura), Karna Bahadur Singh 
(Dailekh), Drona Shumsher Rana (Rautahat), Nani Maiya Dahal (Kathmandu), Pema 
Tshering Gurung (Manang), Triveni Kurmi (Rupandehi), Sribhadra Sharma (Tanahu), 
Suraswoti Rai (Ilam) and Daman Dhoj Chand (Bardiya). 


RP member Parashuram Rai of Khotang district initiating the discussions asked 
with how many countries Nepal has diplomatic ties and how many countries have 
supported the Zone of Peace proposal and how many more were likely to do so in 
near future. 


Suggesting that the quota of the Gorkha Recruitment Centre should be increased 
as it was providing Nepalese people with livelihood, he said passport fee should 
be reduced from Rs. 200 to the old rate of Rs. 75 as the poor people going to 
the Gulf for employment could not pay much. 


Calling for special concessions on goods brought in by Nepalese serving in 
armies abroad and coming home on leave, he also called for employment provi- 
sions for them after they return home with their pensions. 


Sridhar Shumsher JBR of Lalitpur said the svpport extended by various countries 
to the Zone of Peace proposal has shown the desirability of the proposal adding 
that the Foreign Miuistry and diplomatic missions abroad should play active 
roles in winning more support. 


Stating that a committee should be formed to increase the allowances and facil- 
ities given to employees in Nepali embassies abroad, he said since almost 15 
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million rupees annually was paid in rent for the embassies the Foreign Ministry 
should start building our own embassy buildings. 


Narsingh Giri of Bajura said Nepalese travelling through India were often 
looted, cheated or even killed and called for talks between officials of the 
two countries to prevent such happenings. 


Calling for concrete action to win further support for the zone of peace pro~ 
posal, he said Nepal's friendship with various countries and prestige had 
grown under the able leadership of His Majesty the King. 


Karna Bahadur Singh of Dailekh called the attention of Foreign Ministry to 
whether it was proper or not that the policy of giving military help to India 
and Britain under the Seguli Treaty between Nepal, India and Britain was 
proper in today's context. He also called attention towards closing Gurkha 
recruitment centres. 


However if people wanted to serve in foreign armies on their own there was no 
objection, he said. 


Thursday's Finance Committee discussions were held under the chairmanship of 
committee chairman Bhagavati Das Shrestha. 


The discussions are to resume 12 noon today (Friday). 
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GENERATION CONFLICT IN CONGRESS DISCUSSED 
Kathmandu THE MOTHERLAND in English 28 Jul 83 p 3 


[Text] Banned Nepali Congress that sees "civil war" being fought in the par- 
tyless Panchayat camp is itself plagued with struggle between the young Turks 
and the old guards on clear-cut policies and viable political programmes. 


The young cadres of the outlawed party are known to have expressed dissatis- 
faction at the way limited role it is given to then. 


Their demand is that representatives of the young cadres need exposure and 
should be given more priority in public meetings for it is they who will 
undertake the responsibility to champion the cause of their ideals in future. 


Old guards such as Ganesh Man Singh, Krishna Prasad Bhattarai and Girija 
Prasad Koirala, it is said, are not ready to oblige them because they think 
that way the leadership may go to immature Persons. 


Outlawed Nepali Congress also faces another problem--how to make their opposi- 
tion pglitics more determined and popular than the opposition move launched by 
the Panchas not in power. 


To say that the Panchayat opposition move is motivated by the lust for power 
while that of the banned Nepali Congress is mainly triggered by the ideals of 
democracy and fundamental rights is not politically wise: for the Panchas' 
move in the name of the welfare of the people and that of the society is 
drawing more attention from the common man, observers say. 





Some supporters of this political organisation think that there could be no 
negotiations between the so-called democrats and the Panchayat no matter how 
democratic reforms the latter promises in the present third amendment or in 
some other future amendments. 


Others are found to be of opinion that entry into panchayat with no commit- 

ment to the ideals of the partyless system should not be checked for it would 

be easier to democratise or in the words of some political pundits "congressise” 
the panchayat system and "parliamentise" the Rastriya Panchayat. 


With Girija preparing to come back home after some political exercise abroad 
in cooperation with the Socialist International and late B. P.'s political 
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friends, the so-called democrats are being watched from outside whether they 
would be able to find a way out of the impasse created by the political 
thinking of the young Turks and the old guards. 


Ganesh Man Singh at a recent mass meeting had to refer to the struggle ten 


times, though indirectly, while naming himself and his colleagues as "men with 
no teeth because of old age" and the young as "Hot blood of Nepal Students 


Organisation." 
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NEPAL'S ROLE IN INDIA-BANGLADESH WATER DISPUTE CLARIFIED 
Kathmandu THE RISING NEPAL in English 29 Jul 83 p 7 
[From the "Worldview" column by MRJ: "Ganging Up!"] 


[Text ] 





Developing strains in 
Indo-Bangla relations need 
not have merited scrutiny in 
this column. But, since this 
country has been dragged 
into the picture for no good 
reason, a Critical review of 
som: press Oulpourines on 
the opic might be in order. 


(These strains have 
apparently only been partly 
neutralised by the ad-hoc 
agreement on the sharing of 
the waters of the Teesta and 
the supposed ‘“‘break- 
through” on the Ganga 
waters issue at the Dhaka 
meeting earlier this month. 
While a UNI report stated 
that “the nine month 
deadloc!. on augmenting the 
Ganga flow was broken with 
the two countnes agreeing to 
discuss their proposals 
‘within the scope of 
bilateralisn:", a PT! report 
‘ated that Indian Irngation 
‘ tamister R.N. Misdha not 
only “made no mention of 
any new proposal to share 
the Ganga waters between 
the two countnes”™ but also 
that “the joint press release 
issued after the Dhaka talks 
made no mention of Mr 
Mirdha’s new proposal.”) 





In this connection, 
immediate attention might 
be drawn to a very 
prominently displayed 
Calcutta date-lined report in 
the 14th July 83 issue of The 
Hindustan Times by 
Apratim Mukherjee. In it, 
Mukherjee quotes unidenti- 
fied diplomatic sources in 
Caicutta to build : s case 
that Dhaka 1s plotting the 
creation 0; an anti-Indian 
bloc inchiding Nepal and 
Isnutan who have been told 
to woo China. Referring to 
Shamsu!-Doha’s visit to 
Bhutan (interestingly, the 
t-angladesh Foreign Minis- 
ter is constantly referred to 
as Foreign Secretary), 
Mukherjee sass: “As Nepal 
was advised before, so was 
Bhutan told this time that it 
had become absolutely 
essential for the smaller 
nations in the syb-continent 
tO maintain a merely 
‘formal’ relationship with 
New Delhi and, at the same 
time, to cultivate warmer 
relations with Beijing...It 
was only with Besjing’s 
support that the smaller 
nations could keep 
themselves free from the 
political, economic and 
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military pressures put on 
them by India. Bhutan was 
also advised that it had 
better heed Bangladesh's 
advice so that it did not 
become eventually a victim 
of Indian ‘hegemonism’ like 
Sikkim.” 


Turning to the Ganga 
waters sharing dispute 
between his country and 
Bangladesh, Mukherjee 
then charges that “unders- 
tandably enough”, Nepal 
has “seized upon the chance 
offered by Dhaka to meddle 
in the troubled waters of 
subcontinental politics 
and...assured Bangladesh of 
its support on the issue. He 
then sweepingly concludes: 
“Bhutan and Nepal are all in 
close proxunity to China 
and Bangladesh’s move to 
build up a common’ front 
ini’ ical to India obv usiy 
suits the Communist. at.” 
In my view, it Is sign...cant 
that sucn in-pired repor, 
are being aired not just 
shortly before the South 
Asian Foreign 4 inisters’ 
Meet but adeed sot <7y 
long after Nepal and Bhutan 
have entered into tormal 
diplomatic relations - a fact 








that, oddly enough, ts 
nissing in Mukherjee’s 
brazen attempt to rejuven:.te 
the mor.bund smaller- 
neighbours-ganging-up- 
against-India theory. 

The Hindustan Times 
correspondent doesn't 
however notice the 
absurdity of Bangladesh 
advising Nepal to have good 
relations with China: apart 
from the fact that Nepal and 
China share a common 
border - which Bangladesh 
does not - historically, too, 
relations between Nepal and 
China have been much more 
extensive than that between 
China and Bangladesh, not 
tu mention that long before 
Bo swlidesh was born, Sino- 
Nep i se rolations were very 
well established! 


Let us now come back 
to the Ganga water sharing 
issue which ts plainly putting 
a spanner in the Indo- 
Bangla works. As much 
would seem to be clear from 
the much publicised recent 
Dhaka seminar entitled 
“Curse of Farakka and 
Ganga-Brahmaputra_ link 
canal” - where the Bangla 
leader Lt Gen H.M. Ershad 
charged that India was 
starving Bangladesh of 
Ganga waters. To recall: 
while .his charge was 
strongly and immediately 
refuted in a statement issued 
by India’s Foreign Office, 
matters were further 
clarified in angry comments 
that it sparked in the Indian 
press. Thus, The Times of 
India had in an editorial 
entitled A Worried General 





then acknowledged that 
“New Delhi is legitimately 
disturbed over Lt Gen H.M. 
Ershad's reported comment 
that his country is not 
receiving its ‘rightful share’ 
of Ganga waters” but went 
on to say that “New Delhi 
would do well to read the 
development in the light of a 
military ruler’s domestic 
difficulty.” In a remarkably 
similar vein, The States- 
man’s editorial entitled 
Substitute For Democracy 
intoned: ‘It is not 
unreasonable ‘0 suppose 
that the exercise is in some 
way rm.ated io General 
Ershad's efforts to distract 
attention from the domestic 
problems that erupted in 
violence not long ago... The 
Farakka issue is General 
Ershad’s substitute for 
democracy.” 

Whatever the motiva- 
tions or causes, difficulties 
on the Ganga weters 
question between Dhaka 
and Delhi have clearly 
cropped up. Bul, whatever 
the reasons for such a slide in 
Indo-Bangla relations, 
Nepal is regrettably once 
-more being sucked into the 
whirlpool of the Ganga 
waters dispute as has 
happened so often in the 
past. All this, mind you. in 
spite of Kathmandu’s well- 
known and sensible stand, 
that, unless approached by 
both New Delhi and Dhaka, 
she “: not consider any 
prop: involving her on 
this iss: Yet the decision at 
ine en. of 1982 of the 
Bang'2-india Joint Rivers 
C in. sion’sC mn ittee of 
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[ .perts to cons.der-. iong 
Ner Coos + the Bangla 
foposa, to Pull twelve 

large da nisin the Himalayas 

- most of them in Nepal buta 

few in India as weil - to store 

water which may be used to 
au-ment the flow of the 

Gaowa during the lean 

season has obviously added 

am dimension to the 
cuests. 1. For, with n. New 

L'elhi has ipso facto 

accept.d to examine a 

provosal tl at trings ‘cpal 

into the Ganga waters 
picture, irrespective of 
whether or not the 

Committee finds it to be 

unviable at a later date. So, 

the message behind pointing 
an accusing finger at Nepal 
in this regard as The 

Hindustan Times corres- 
pondent unfairly does 

si: ply wil not wasn. It, 
however, only tends to raise 
suspicions that his “scoop” is 
intended primarily for other 
reasons: perhaps to prevent 
the and other contentious 
issues being raised at the 

Delhi meet of South Asiai 
Foreign Ministers. 


But although Nepai has 
been sharply rapped on her 
knuckles. vet im many 
respects what is the most 
striking feature of the 
Hindustan lines story ts the 
strong edception taken 
against Bhutan - a country 
that has been conspicuous 
for, amony other things, the 
relatively soit treatment it 
usualy receives at the hands 
of the Indian press. Though 
this change nay indeed have 
been sparked off by 
uphuppiness over Kath- 
mandu and Thimpu 
establishing formal diplo- 
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matic ties, it could also be 
that the pace and scope of 
the overall development of 
Bhutan’s relations with 
Bangladesh, too, ts viewed in 
some quarters with 
suspicion, specially in view 
of the deterioration in 
Bangla-India ties. 
4 ; . 

Kevealingly, according 
10 S Kamaluddin of /he Far 
Eastern fconomic Review, 
Bangladesh and the 
Himalayan Kingdom are 
trying t develop closer 
trade relations by establi- 
shing surface links by rail 
and river. But, though they 
have signed five year trade 
and transit agreements in 
1980, “the trade corndor has 
yet to be opened because ofa 
delay m the signing of an 
wureement between Bhutan 
and India to provide 
necessary facilities.” 
According to the same 
source: “Iie Indians have 
aureed ‘in principle to 
provide Bhutan with one rail 
und one river route for 
trading with Bangladesh, 
and an agreement is likely to 
be finalised soon...Goods 
bound for Bhutan could be 
tuken by rail to close to the 
Bhutanese border and 
transshipped through a well 
developed road network 


into any part of the 
hingdom. River-borne 
goods could travel via 
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Bhutan’s Sankosh River to 
link up with the Brahmapu- 
tra, and thence to the 
Bangladeshi ports of Chaina 
and Chittagong. Again, 
work will be needed to allow 
this route to be used.” (see 
map) 

Referring to the 
Bhutanese ambassador in 
Dhaka's recent address to a 
seminar on transit trade in 
Chittagong stating that “the 
frontiers of many develo- 
Ping cOunirics represent 
major obstacies to their 
landlocked neighbours,” 
Kamaliuddin suggests that 
the proposed seven-nation 
South Asian forum that os 
likely to be luunched soon 
“may be in 4 position to wive 
help in this revard to its two 
landlocked neighbours, 
Nepal and Bhutan.” 

Phat, of course, 
remains two be seen. 
However. as of the present, 
it can be sud that Wo she 
Hindustan lines “scoop” is 
at all reflective of general 
Indian pubic opinion, the 
future of South Asian 
Cooperation in general - but 
more specisily that between 
Bangladesh. Nepal and 
Bhutan - is bleak indeed. 
After all. a brave new world 
of South Asian Cooperation 
can herdly be structured on 
@ for idiaiion of suspicions 
and attitudes b-longing 
correctly to the stone age! 














NEPAL 


PROTECTION FOR iNDUSTRIES PROMISED 
Kathmandu THE RISING NEPAL in English 4 Aug 83 pp l, 6 


[Text] Minister for Industry and Commerce Marayan Dutta Bhatta has said that 
His Majesty's Government will not lag behind in safeguarding local industries 
from the competition of foreign industries. 


Speaking at a reception organised by the welfare and security committee of the 
Patan Industrial Estate Tuesday, Minister Bhatta warned however that monopoly 
would not be permitted to safeguard industries. 


Noting that management plays a vital role in the development of industries in 
the country, the minister said that His Majesty's Government would continue 
to make the management more scientific through laws and regulations. 


On the occasion the Assistant Minister for Industry and Commerce Mukunda 
Bahadur Basnet said that cooperation of all the experienced industrialists 
was necessary to identify and solve industrial problems for industrialisation 
of the country. 


Chairman of the welfare and security committee Nagendra Thapa said that the 
Finance Ministry had sanctioned 2.7 million rupees for expansion of the indus- 
trial estate and to purchase about twenty-five ropanis of land to accommodate 
five to six industries. 


He expressed the confidence that the additional industries will be run and a 
showroom built within this year. 
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PERMITS FOR MIGRANT WORKERS POSSIBLE 


Kuala Lumpur BUSINESS TIMES in English 29 Jul 83 p 10 


(Article by Jan Shama] 


[Text ] 


DETERIORATING eco- 
nomic conditions com- 
pounded by rapid popu- 
lation growth, may soon 
force Nepal to introduce 
work permits for mi- 
grant workers despite 
threats of retaliation 
from across the border. 

Recent reports sug- 
gest massive migration 
from India, which has 
already made the ad- 
joining terai (plains) 
districts overcrowded. 
‘ihe Indian migrants 
have also penetrated 
aueco inside the hills in 
northern Nepal border- 
ing China 

Some of these mi- 
grants settled down per- 
mInanently; others are 
seasonal labourers en- 
gaged in skilled and 
semi-skilled jobs like 
electricians, plumbers, 
painters as well as fruit 
and vegetable vendors. 

Migration from coun- 
tries other than India is 
inmited. There are some 
Americans and Europe- 
ans in Kathmandu who 
run Nepal's tourist agen- 
cies. They occupy posi- 
tions where there are 
few or no Nepalese com- 
petent for the job. But 
the main threat has 
come from the Indian 
migrants. 


Popular 


The growing visibility 
of Indians in Kathman- 


du and other cities in the 
terai and the hills has 
evoked widespread con- 
cern. A stagnant econo- 
my plus worsening un- 
employment is largely 
blamed on the mass en- 
try of Indian workers to 
Nepal. 

o many Indians, 
Kathmandu is virtually 
a virgin territory. Indi- 
an migrants are not only 
limited to vegetable and 
fruit vendors and smail 
retail shops but the 
country’s industry anJ 
business are virtually 
under their control. 

There has also been 
growing concern in re- 
cent years that the na- 
tio economy would 
soon be taken over by the 
Indian business commu- 
nity. 

There has not been 
any reliable and authen- 
tic data on the number of 
both seasonal and per- 
manent migrants from 
India and the job oppor- 
tunities available for 
them in Nepal. 

An Iadian government 

puts the number 
of Indian migrant work- 


ers in Nepal at a high 3.8 
million. A private Nepa- 
lese welfare agency, 
however, puts the figure 
to a staggering 5.3 n il- 
lion. 

Nepal and India share 
1,300 kilometres of open 
border requiring neither 





passport nor visa for 
crossing. The open bor- 
der, inept law enforce- 
ment and the ease with 
which Nepalese citizen- 
ship certificates are 
available mean that 
nearly two million Indi- 
ans have become Nepa- 
lese citizens, Nepalese 
demographers say. 

“In a few years time, 
Nepalese will all be liv- 
ing in India and Nepal 
will be full of Indians,” 
runs a popular joke that 
is taking rounds in Kath- 
mandu these days. Gov- 
ernment officials here 
are now taking the joke 
rather seriously. 

But an Indian Embas- 


* sy official here dismiss- 


es the whole issue as 
“propaganda.” He said: 
“Certain iobbies in Nepa! 
which felt threatened by 
increasing understand- 
ing at all levels between 
India and Nepal are try- 
ing to deliberately build 
up a campaign through 
the Press and otherwise 
on what is recognised by 
all well-informed people 
as a non-issue, and with- 
out any basis.” 

Nepalese development 
planners, on the other 
hand, complain that the 
mass influx has neutra- 
lised the gains mate in 
the basic economic in- 
frastructure for develop- 
ment. But more impor- 
tant perhaps, it has 
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adversely affected the 
country’s population 
programme. 


Dr Harkha Gurung, aa 
eminent demographer, 
said: “We have excellent 
friendly relations with 
India. But that does not 
mean that we can close 
our eyes to the influx of 
Indian migrant workcrs 
who have depri 7d job 
opportunities to hun- 
dreds of Nepalese. The 
issue is rather serious.” 

Dr Gurung, who head- 
ed the powerful National 
Planning Commission 
during Nepal's turbulent 
economic and financial 
periods, is now working 
on.a report on the na- 
ture, magnitude and 
causes of interna! as 
well a: external migra- 
tion and their conse- 
quent impact on the na- 
tional economy. 

“I feel rather strongly 
for the introduction of 
work permits for mi- 
grant workers,” said Dr 
Gurung. “How it would 
be done is a premature 
question as the study is 
not yet complete.” Data 
have already been col- 
lected and compiled and 
the final report, along 
with the recommenda- 
tions, is expected next 
month. 

Dr Gurung feels that 
once work permits are 
introduced, the Nepalese . 
who migrate annually in 
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search of jobs in neigh- 
bouring India would be 
trained in the vocations 
and skills that at present 
are dominated by Indian 
migrant workers. 

The government did 
introduce some measure 
so that the skilled and 
sem:-: silled jobs could 
be allocated to the Nepa- 
lese. Employment ex- 
change bureaus were set 
up all over the country. 
But they could not make 


any visible improve- 
meni in the situation be- 
cause they were imple- 
mented halfheartedly, 
said Dr Gurung. 

Mr Kul Sekhar 
Sharma, the vice-chair- 
man of the Nationa! Pop- 
ulation Commission, 
said that the increase in 
the population is more 
than what was estimat- 
ed for the Sixth Plan 
(1980-85) because of the 
mass Indian influx. 

As for the introduction 
of the work and entry 
permits, Mr Sharma is 
cautious and restrained: 
“We would take appro- 
priate policy measures 
after a careful consider- 
ation of the findings of 
the migration commit- 
tee headed by Dr Gur- 
ung,” he said. 


Compulsory 


Nepal's National Plan- 
ning Commission had 
recommended in 1974 
that work permits be is- 
sued for migrant work- 
ers. “Being situated be- 
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tween two of the most 
populous countries of 
the worid, Nepal! should 
be justified in introduc- 
ing work permits and 
identification cards for 
all foreigners,” the com- 
mission recommended. 

It also recommended 
that provision for entry 
permits be made com- 
pulsory for all foreign. 
ers who do not require 
passsports for entering 
Nepal at present. This 
provision, it said, should 
also be applied to for- 
eigners who have been 
staying in Nepal, includ- 
ing Tibetans. 

Most Bihari Muslim 
refugees, who entered 
Nepal after the outbreak 
of the 1971 War of Inde- 
pendence of Bangladesh, 
have left but some re- 
main here. ; 

Nepal was then reluc- 
tant to implement the 
recommendations be- 
cause of threats of re- 
taliation from India. 
Even as the recommen- 
dations were being sug- 
gested, the Indian gov- 
ernment retaliated by 
imposing restrictions on 
the movement of Nepa- 
lese citizens in Darchula 
in far western Nepal and 
the Darjeeling area in 
India in 1976. 

“We cannot go on sit- 
ting on this serious prob- 
lem. Some decisions 
would have to be taken 
before too late,” Dr Gur- 
ung stressed. — Depth. 
news Asia 








NEPAL 


PRESERVING ECOLOGICAL BALANCE TERMED IMPERATIVE 
Kathmandu THE RISING NEPAL in English 31 Jul 83 p 2 
(Editorial: "Growing Popularity"] 


[Text] A recent announcement by the Ministry of Tourism that it has permitted 
a total of 54 foreign expedition teams to scale as many as 39 different 
Himalayan peaks in the Kingdom, brings to the fore the fact that the snow 

clad mountains of Nepal continue to gain growing popularity among the moun- 
taineers the world over. As many as three expeditions have been permitted to 
the world's highest mountains, the 8,848 metre high Mount Sagarmatha. What 
has contributed to this ever growing popularity of these mountains? As a 
spokesman of the Ministry put its one of the reasons was that the mountains 
were now getting more and more publicity abroad. Experiences in the past have 
shown that expeditions, specially to the Sagarmatha, bring with them television 
crew and other media personnel who transmit and broadcast in their respective 
countries the entire operation of the expedition in the mountain. This apart, 
the success or otherwise of each of the expeditions is widely covered by both 
the national and international media. This has to some extent helped expose 
the beautiful and challenging Himalayas to the rest of the world. But this 
alone does not suffice to give adequate publicity to the mountains abroad. 
Hence the need for launching an extensive programme to publicise the glorious 
peaks, and other touristic spots of the country. Therefore, posters, pamphlets 
and other publicity materials could be displayed at the Royal Nepalese Missions 
abroad and an information desk be set up at those missions to provide adequate 
information about Nepal in those countries. In those countries where there is 
no residential Nepalese mission, such arrangements could be made with travel 
agencies and airlines offices on reciprocal basis. This would help expose 
Nepal to the rest of the world better than at present and would invite more 
and more tourists to this country. 


While adequate publicity of the mountains to attract more and more tourists to 
Nepal is necessary, it must be ensured that places of touristic values are well 
preserved and maintained at home. One of the great dangers to mountains now is 
one of ecological imbalance. With the increasing number of mountaineering 
expeditions to different peaks every year, Nepalese mountains are turning into 
virtual dumping grounds. They are slowly losing the ecological balance. 
Therefore, adequate measures must be taken in time to keep these mountains 
clean and maintain their ecology. Although, the Ministry of Tourism takes an 
undertaking from expeditions to the effect that they would clean up the 


34 

















mountain on completion of the expedition, a mechanism must be developed to 
ensure that the no expedition betrays the understanding. If this is not done 
the mountains will cease to be the source of foreign exchange earning for the 
country and a day would come when the mountains will no more attract any 
mountaineer. 


CSO: 4600/836 
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NEPAL 


SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY REPORTS SUBMITTED 
Kathmandu THE RISING NEPAL in English 3 Aug 83 pp l, 6 


[Text] Two of the twenty-three working groups constituted by the Royal Nepal 
Academy of Science and Technology have submitted reports on their respective 
fields of study, it is learnt. 


The working group on "Earth Sciences," with Mr Jhumar Mal Tater as its coor- 
dinator, has recommended to the Academy to plan and undertake various projects 
such as setting up of a national hydraulic laboratory, working on a national 
climatological map, promotional work on the manufacture of birquettes, inter- 
disciplinary projects like tunnel technology for the development of mining, 
transportation networks, irrigation and hydro-power and schemes to offer on- 
the-job training for final year University students and to exchange visiting 
professors to organise special lectures. 


On tunnel technology, the working group is learnt to have pointed out that 
Nepal has almost everything necessary to undertake such a project and recom- 
mend to the Academy to offer promotional supports. 


It has also been suggested that the Academy should look into fields like geo- 
chronology, granite and other intrusives of economic values, geophysical and 
geochemical methods of exploration, quaternary geology and paleogeography. 


Likewise, another working group on "Conscruction and Building Materials," with 
Dr. Prakash Bir Singh Tuladhar as its coordinator, has recommended that a 
regional centre for the development of traditional technologies in the produc- 
tion and application of locally available building materials be set up by the 
Academy on its own, it is further learnt. The group has also stressed the 
setting up of a regional centre for housing development. 


The group has emphasisei that the Academy should start such centres right away 
in the five development regions and throughout the seventy-five districts in 
the near future. 


The group further suggested that the Academy should play a leading role in sur- 
vey, classification, evaluation and development of local building materials 

and construction techniques which would lessen trade imbalances due to the huge 
import of conventional materials. 
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The group is also learnt to have identified a number of areas for research and 
development on a priority basis, including natural stones, binding materials 
(cement and cement substitutes), ceramic construction materials and glass, 


bamboo, timber, soil, and brick and tiles. 


The Academy, meanwhile, is said to be considering the recommendations and sug- 
gestions of the reports in a bid to come up with suitable plans and programmes 


to meet national needs. 


CSO: 4600/836 
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NEPAL 


BRIEFS 


TWO NEW VARIETIES OF WHEAT--The department of Agriculture has developed two 
new varieties of wheat and recommended them for cultivation. One variety, 
named "Binayak," can be cultivated throughout the Terai while the other, 
"Siddhartha," has been recommended for three districts. Apart from being 
immune to rust the Binayak variety will grow well though it is sown late. 
According to Dr. Prakiti Shumsher Rana, head of the national wheat crop devel- 
opment programme, production of Binayak variety is at 3 to 3.5 metric ton per 
hectare on average. The production capacity of R.R. 21, the most popular 
variety at present, is 2.5 metric ton per hectare. The Binayak wheat seed 
will be distributed to the farmers extensively this year. Likewise, the 
Siddhartha variety wheat has been recommended for Nawalparasi, Kapilvastu and 
Rupendehi districts. Production of the variety is 3 metric ton per hectare 
on average. The wheats were developed after experiments at different agri- 
culture farms and centres of the Kingdom over the past five years, the agri- 
culture information branch said. [Text] [Kathmandu THE RISING NEPAL in 
English 1 Aug 83 p 3] 


CSO: 4600/836 
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SRI LANKA 


STRIFE BETWEEN TAMIL, SINHALA GROUPS EXAMINED 
Kuala Lumpur BUSINESS TIMES in English 3 Aug 83 p 17 


[Article by Denzil Peiris] 

[Text] Communal strife between Sri Lanka's Tamil 
minority and the Sinhala dominant group is reaching 

a new pitch of violence as the discontented youth 

in the north of the island take the law into their 

own hands. The violence is a result of unequal devel- 
opment of communities in an underdeveloped nation. 


TWO Tamil youths in 
Jaffna Province in Sri 
Lanka gun down their 
victims on busy streets, 
then cycle away. After 
the assassination in April 
of two local election can- 
didates of the ruling Unit- 
6d National Party, the 
gunmen rode to a nearby 
} ams to tell the le 
that some of those 
at the spot had been 
wounded: an ambulance 
should be called to get 
them to a hospital. 
This is now a habitual 
ttern of violence in this 
amil-speaking region 
where members of the Ti- 
ger Liberation Move- 
ment believe Eelam, a 
separate state for the 
Multiracial nation's big- 
gest minority, can come 
only from the barrel of a 
gun. So far, none of the 
witnesses to the killings 
— not even the villagers 
4o whom the youths had 
a — will give the po- 
or the army a de- 
scription of the killers. A 
bland “we don't know who 
they are; we can't re- 
member what they 
looked like” is the only re- 
sponse. 
Pe Roney is te country noto- 
or anonymous 
forter.” & security official 


gaid. “Yet, in all these 
years of terrorism in the 
north, we have not got a 
single tip-off.” An army 
officer in Jaffna made 
the same point, using the 
same words. 

The llas are oper- 
ating in what Mao 2a 
dong thought was a 
for such movements — 
like fish in friendly wa- 
ters. 

or of reprints on ia. 
fear r on in- 
formers for the lack of 
names to the faces of the 
killer. The superficial ex- 
planation for this con- 

acy of silence is that 
licing has broken down 
the whole of the north. 
Fearful of being gunned 
down, the police will not 
raove to investigate even 
petty crime or road acci- 
dents. The army will not 
to their help until it 
Eee made sure it has not 
been set up for an am- 
bush. Licence fees for ra- 
dios, bicycles and cars 
are not paid, traffic jams 
in Jaffna without police 
direction. With this evi- 
dence of insecurity, who 
would dare to tell on the 


er eae 
tHe guerillas as their pro- 
tectors against the un- 
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ruly. When civil strife 
broke out in Jaffna be- 
pong Bay ay oe and Hin- 

. the two groups were 
» aoe by the guerillas 
to live in harmony or 
else. Guerillas have shot 
thugs and other malefac- 
tors who harass citizens. 
The deeper reason people 
withhold information on 


the Tamils as vindicating 
in a hu- 


national pride 
miliating “military occu- 
on. 


gov- 
ernment that a political 
question needs a political 
solution. Military 
sources in Jaffna esti- 
mate the number of Ti- 
gers (Tamil guerillas) at 
about 200, with a hard 
core of about 60. Unlike 
the Sinhalese insurrec- 
tion of the Janata Vi- 
mukti Peramunu (JVP) 
People's Liberation 
Front in 1971, the Tigers 


Sebder tyr operating ta 
large bands. They work 


in teams of two at most, 
killing and then melting 


away inthe civilian pope 
lation. -up mili- 
tary y, in these cir- 


cumstances, will be 
ineffective. 


Piqued 


The guerillas also es- 
cape in fishing boats 
across the narrow Palk 
Straits to southern India. 
ond the oppecttion bave 

tion have 
made for the Sri 
Lankan Tamils a party 
issue. Relations between 
Sri Lanka and India are 
one nem sore. The 

e 


be Mrs Indira 
Gandhi chal ed both 


by threats to her own 
power and the fragmen- 
tation of India into re- 
gional and linguistic 
states, is not intervening 
on behalf of the Sri Lan- 
kan government. 

According to a Sri Lan- 
ka Tamil United Libera- 
tion Front politician who 
met Mrs Gandhi, she is 
piqued over President 

unius Jayewardene’s 
pro-Western policies. 

The pattern of Tiger vi- 
olence has widened, from 
killing police and sol- 
diers to the assassination 


of collaborators with the 
UNP. In the run-up to the 
May local elections, the 

assassinated two UN 
candidates, scaring other 
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members into withdraw- 
ing from the polls. TULF 
candidates who were 
threatened said they 
would not stand for elec- 
tions. An embarrassed 
party leadership had to 
persuade its nominees to 
change their decision. 
Voter-turnout in the elec- 
tions was only 25 per 
cent; in one constituency 
only one per cent and in 
another per cent per cent. 
Two guerillas with a gun 
may not win Eelam, but 
they have the power now 
to veto the whole demo- 
cratic process. Indeed, 
the Sinhalese-Tamil de- 
bate in the north is turn- 


ing into a dialogue with 
death. TULF politicians 
who cannot deliver a so- 
lution through negotia- 
tion are becoming Irrele- 
vant in the north. 

The roots of the tension 
between Sinhalese and 
Tamils go back to deci- 
sioner taken after 1956 to 
redress an imbalance 
which, under colonial 
rule, had made the Sinha- 
lese (now 72 per cent of 
the 15 million population) 
an economic and cultur- 
ally deprived majority, 
while the Tami! elites 
(currently 11.2 per cent) 
had a disproportionately 
large share of jobs in the 
public services. Sinhala 
was made the official lan- 
guage, severely con- 
stricting employment op- 

rtunities for Tamils. In 
ri Lanka's st t eco- 
nomy, the public sector 

~ white collar jobs — is 

the only remunerative 
area n to the middle 
class. However, the Ban- 
daranaike policy for de- 
priving the Tamil Peter 
to give jobs to the Sinhala 
Paul did not entirely 
solve Sinhalese unem- 

loyment. In 1971, the 

VP, representing Sin- 
hala unemployed youth 
in an economy that was 
on the skids, rose in rebel- 
lion against the failure of 
the government to satisfy 
their expectations. 

After breakdowns in 25 
ears of negotiation over 
orms of regional auto- 

mony, the frustrated 
Tamils have escalated 
their demand to Eelam, a 
separate Tamil state. 
This, for the Sinhalese, is 
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an impossible conces- 
sion. Eelam, as the Tami! 
demarcate it, would en- 
croach on what the Bin- 
halesc sce as their terri- 
tory. 

+ also fear Eelam 
would be linked with 
South India’s Tamils, the 
historic enemy, who until 
late in the 12th century, 
had invaded the island 
and destroyed its irriga- 


tion system and ancient 
capitals. 

artition of the coun- 
try would lead to re- 
newed and predictably 
more savage violence 
against the 1.5 million 
Tamils who live and 
work in Sinhalese areas. 
The Sinhala politician 
must also take note of his 
community's fear that a 
settlement may take 
away the slender gains of 
1956. A further complica- 
tion is that the Muslims 
who live in the Eastern 
Province claimed for Ee- 
lam, do not wish to go un- 
der Hindu Tamil rule. 

Communal! strife in Sri 
Lanka, like tensions be- 
tween linguistic groups 
and tribes in the rest of 
the Third World, is a 
roduct of unequal deve- 

ment of communities 
in an underdeveloped na- 
tion. 

President Jayewar- 
dene, who had himself 
exercised satyagraha, 
(civil disobedience) 

ainst a Bandaranaike 
plan which he argued 
would partition the coun- 
try, has devised a scheme 
which steers between the 
Sinhala determination 
for a unitary state and 


the Tamil desire for par- 
tition. It is a microcosm 
of the executive presi- 
dent-cum-parliamentary 
system devised for his 
central government by 
Professor A.J. Wilson, a 
Tamil, now in Canada 
with the Universitiy of 
British Columbia. Prof. 
Wilson is one of Mr 
Jayewardene’s most in- 
fluential consultants on 
the communal! problem. 
The merit of the plan is 
that it is not exclusively 
designed for the north, 
but is part of a nation- 
wide scheme for decen- 
tralisation of develop- 
ment and 


administration. Conse- 
quently, it dodges the 
charge of appeasing the 
Tamils and of fragment- 
ing the nation. 

r Jayewardene told 
South that the Tamii- 
speaking areas, like the 
rest of the couuitry, would 
have elected district 
development councils, 
with an executive district 
minister (analogous to 
the executive president) 
appointed by him. Fi- 
nance would be provided 
from the centre, and aug- 
mented by revenues 
raised locally. Mr 
Jayewardene claimed he 
won over Buddhist 
monks, the most obstrep- 
erous critics of settle- 
ments they could call a 
sell-out to the Tamils. He 
told a delegation that in 
the ultimate event, “my 
hand reaches out to the 
development councils 
through my nominee, the 
district minister.” 


Sceptical 


The President also 
plans to give the Tamil- 
speaking areas US$500 
million for irrigation fa- 
cilities, roads and other 
infrastructure projects. 
This would certainly take 
some of the strains off the 
problem by providing 
white collar and techni- 
cal jobs for unemployed 
Tamil youths. 

Some TULF politicians 
see hope in the plan. In 
endorsing the Jayewar- 
dene plan, they are aware 
it is also their own hope 
of political survival. If 
Eelam comes, it can only 
come through the barrel 
of a gun. The Tigers who 
pulled the trigger will not 
hay uP power. These 

LF leaders want im- 
mediate evidence that 
the money is coming and 
the administrative ad- 
justments necessary to 
make the development 
councils work are being 
made. But here is the rub. 
Bureaucrats who fear 
that administrative de- 
centralisation would 
whittle down their own 
power at the centre are 
dragging their feet. 

However, the presi- 
dent's plan is the only vi- 
able solution on the table. 
The radical JVP, which 





campaigned in 1971 
against the Tamils, now 
concede the Tamil's right 
to self-determination, but 
would like Eelam to 
come only after negotia- 
tions with them. The 
Tamils are sceptical; 
most see it as a political 
ambit, although some 
eftists among then. may 
be tempted to an alliance 
with the left-oriented 
JVP 


There is a lack of a 
sense of urgency in the 
capital, Colombo. Jaffna 
is too far to impinge on 
the daily preoccupations 
of the Sinhalese; it is ar- 
gued that the Tamils will 
tire of the guerillas who 
are nog apy to be dis- 
rupting life in Jaffna. But 
apart from occasional 
harassment by police 
and sporadic retaliatory 
outbursts by soldiers, 
economic life in the north 
goes on as usual. The 
danger in the communal 
situation is that as more 
bodies of soldiers and po- 
lice killed by guerillas 
are returned to their vil- 
lages, infuriated Sinha- 
lese may turn on the 
Tamils in areas of mixed 

lation. The mid-June 
lowing up of Tamil 
shops in Trincomalee 
and attacks on houses in 
other areas of ethnic mix 
are symptoms of grow- 
ge anger. 
elam could get 
snared in Indian Ocean 
olitics. The United 
tates, China and India 
are Oe to both 
sides in the hope of a 
peaceful solution. 

India, certainly, cannot 
complacently permit a 
fragmented Sri Lanka in 
which an economically 
unviable Eelam would 
have to come to an ar- 
rangement with an exter- 
nal power. The thought of 
a superpower presence in 
Trincomalee, the former 
headquarters of the Bri- 


tish Indies Squad- 
ron, dominating the west- 
ern and eastern 


approaches of the Indian 
Ocean, would send shiv- 
ers down the spines of 
strategists in New Delhi. 
— South/Third World 
Media 











